Jointer

Jointers face and straighten wood and are used pri-
marily to square edges. The operator passes stock
over a cylindrical, multiple-knife cutting head while
keeping the stock flush against a guide.

Hazard

Severe lacerations or amputations can occur if the
operator’s hands and fingers come in contact with the
knives. This can happen when operating an unguarded
machine, jointing narrow lengths of stock when

not using a jig or other holding device, or when the
operator’s fingers ride along the surface of the jointer
and through the self-adjusting guard while feeding

the wood. Also, stock may kick back and expose the
operator’s hands to the cutter head.
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Solution

A spring-loaded, self-adjusting guard must be provided to en-
close the horizontal cutting head when stock is not being fed.
The guard automatically adjusts to cover the unused portion
of the head and remains in contact with the stock at all times.
A guard must also cover the section of cutting head behind
the fence (gage). For vertical-head jointers, completely
enclose the cutter head except for the slot to apply the stock. Unique Projects
This guard can be part of the local exhaust system.

The knife projection on the cutting head must not be
more than 1/8-inch beyond the cylindrical body of
the head. The clearance between the edge of the rear
table (infeed) and the cutting head must not exceed
1/8-inch. The opening in the table must be kept as
small as possible.
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