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EPA Storm Water Permitting Decision Tree

for Construction Activities - Determining if Permit Required

Note:

1. Determine if stormsewer system
adjacent to site is separate or combined
sewer systems. If ALL drains combined
sewer - no permit is required.

2. Sheet flow runoff from site that does
not reach a conveyance (drainage ditch,
dike, etc.) for removal to a water body or
MS4 drain is not applicable discharge.
3. Refer to EPA Region 1office for
guidance - www.epa.gov

Does the
construction activity
discharge storm
water runoff to an
MS4 or waters of
the United States?

l Yes

How many acres of
land will be
disturbed by the
construction
activity?

No NPDES storm
water discharge
permit is required

Less than 1 acre.

Is the construction
activity part of a
larger common plan
of development or
sale that will disturb
greater than or
equal to 1 acre and
less than 5 acres?

No NPDES storm
water discharge
permit is required

Between 1 and 5
acres.

(Or part of a
common plan of
development or

sale that will disturb
greater than or

equal to 1 acre and

less than 5 acres.)

5 or more acres.
(Or part of a
common plan of
development or
sale that will disturb
more that 5 acres.)

A NPDES storm
water discharge

permit is required permit is required
under Phase Il under Phase |

A NPDES storm
water discharge

Harvard Project
Manager and Contractor
must file NOI -
Contractor must develop
maintain SWPPP



